What Made the Difference?

One day Bill and Judy went to see their Uncle
Charlie. Uncle Charlie did experiments. They
found him at work on the top floor of a tall
building.

He was putting white rats on a scale. When the
rat stood still for a minute, Uncle Charlie read its
weight and wrote it on a card.

"Why are you weighing the rat so carefully?"
Bill asked.

"Weighing the rat is part of one of my experi-
ments/' Uncle Charlie told them. "I want to find
out what foods make some animals grow best. The
foods that make animals grow also make children
grow. Gaining weight is a sign of health in young
rats, just as it is in boys and girls/'

"What thick, soft fur this rat has! How bright
his pink eyes are!" said Judy.

"How lively he is!" said Bill.

"Those are other signs of good health/' said
Uncle Charlie. "And he has shown a gain in weight
every time I've weighed him. Look at his card."

Yes, the card showed that the rat had gained in
weight every week.
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